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ONCE A SAILOR ALWAYS A SAILOR 
HARBOR 30 #2 WILL BE GOING TO SANTA BARBARA 
July 6, 2011 
 
Santa Barbara, California ï ñOnce a Sailor Always a Sailorò 

definitely rings true for Francesca De Laurentiis and Fred Rice. 
They grew up in boating families and enjoy every minute on the 
water. Now they are looking forward with great anticipation to 
exciting new sailing adventures aboard Harbor 30 #2. 

Fred and Francesca did quite a bit of shopping before selecting 

the Harbor 30. They considered larger boats ï both power and sail - with more cruising 

amenities, but they knew from their experiences with larger boats that ñbigò is not always 

ñbetter.ò They considered smaller boats. but definitely want to do a little cruising. They were 

looking for a multi-purpose boat that would be tons of fun. 

They zeroed in on the Harbor 30 because, as Fred said, ñIt can do everything. It has as much 

room as most 34 footers. It is a new design which I think will handle beautifully and be fast for its 

size. I think it will be perfect for daysailing, for twilight racing off Santa Barbara, for cruising the 

Channel Islands, and for doing a little medium distance handicap racing.ò  

Fred especially loves the timeless design of the boat. He also likes the wheel steering and the 

fact that the boat is set up to be easily sailed single-handed. This means he will never miss a 

day of sailing just because he canôt find an 

experienced crew. And he and Francesca will have no 

problem double-handing the boat when cruising. 

Francesca loves the huge cockpit and the galley, 

which is both attractive and efficient. And she was 

delighted to learn that there is even a built-in ice box 

in the cockpit. What a great place for cold beverages 

and snacks! As Fred put it, ñEvery bit of space is used 

efficiently. We will have the largest water and fuel 

tanks possible and plenty of storage space both below 

and in the cockpit.ò 

Their decision is based on years of boating 
experience. Francesca was born in Italy and spent 
many summer months cruising the Mediterranean 
aboard her fatherôs yachts. She enjoyed the speed 
boats and waterskiing but especially loved sailing.  

 

Fredôs familyôs Lapworth 32 ñVixenò in the 

late fifties on its way to Ensenada, Mexico. 



Fred comes from a long line of sailors. His grandfather was one of the early members of the 
Balboa Yacht Club in Newport Beach; and his father was an exceptional sailor. In the late fifties, 
Fredôs father built a 32-foot wooden sloop designed by Bill Lapworth. It was one of several 
named after Santaôs reindeers. Theirs was the Vixen. One of the most memorable features of 

this L32 was its not-very-elegant head compartment. It was located forward of the main cabin 
and didnôt have standing headroom. So . . . if you ever saw a manôs head sticking through the 
hatch, there wasnôt much doubt about what he was up to. Maybe that is why Fred was attracted 
to the large aft head in the Harbor 30!  

Fred has also enjoyed a lifetime of boating. As a child he sailed Sabots, Lehman 10s, Lehman 

12s, and Metcalfs. He also actively raced a J24, which he sailed out of the Santa Barbara Yacht 

Club; and he crews on a number of large ocean racing boats. Fred is a well-known developer 

and is the owner of the Sunstone Vineyards and Winery. The vineyard is located thirty minutes 

north of Santa Barbara and is one of the most beautiful wineries and tasting rooms in the Santa 

Ynez Valley.  

Fred and Francesca are definitely busy people and were thrilled to find a boat that they will be 

able to use on the spur of the moment. Whenever the weather is nice, they can head to the 

marina, remove the covers, pull away from the dock, raise the main, roll out the roller furling jib, 

and be sailing in a matter of minutes. No fuss or bother! 

What could be better? 



 
HARBOR 30 UPDATE 
The Interior Will Be Beautiful 

 

March 25, 2011 
 

 
 

The photo above offers a perfect birdseye view of the 
spacious interior of the new Harbor 30. You can see the 
swim step in the transom, the galley and main salo n areas, 
and the v-berth forward. A spacious enclosed head is 
located opposite the galley.  
 

Each piece of the interior is being custom-built into the hull of 
Harbor 30 #1. To ensure a perfect fit, the hull is kept in the 
mold throughout the process. 
 

Once the individual components are finished, we will make 
the molds for each of the interior modules. Each section of the 
interior will be a one-piece fiberglass structure. This unique 
method of building the interior renders a seamless finish and 
an exceptionally strong hull.  

The interior of the Harbor 30 will be built 
with individual fiberglass modules like the 
Harbor 25 head compartment and main 

salon modules in this photo. 



WOOD MOCK-UP OF THE GALLEY  
 

The L-shaped galley will be a beautiful fiberglass cabinet 
with ñbeaded boardò details and a faux granite countertop. 
The galley will be equipped with a circular stainless steel 
sink, a handy condiments locker above the countertop, an 
ice box, and storage below. 
 

Note the comfortable toe kick under the cabinet. 

 
 

MAIN SALON 
 

The main salon on the Harbor 30 will have relaxing settees 
with storage compartments behind and under the seats. A 
beaded board pattern will be molded into the hull ceilings, 
and the ñbeaded boardò detailing will be carried onto the 
fiberglass head liner. A large opening hatch will be located 
just aft of the forward bulkhead to provide plenty of light and 
ventilation.  

 
FLOOR TIMBERS & STRINGERS  
 

This elaborate grid of floor timbers and stringers will be 
molded into the one-piece main salon module. This structure 
will support the keel and add strength to the hull.  
 
The surfaces around the perimeter of the cabin sole will be 
smooth. The rest will be covered with beautiful varnished 
teak and holly floorboads that can be lifted for access to the 
bilge. 
 
 

7ô V-BERTH FORWARD  
 

The private v-berth forward of the main salon is 7 feet long. 
Note the classic beaded board pattern in the hull cielings 
and the large storage areas. Cozy cushions in beautiful 
SunbrellaÊ fabric will finish off the forward cabin. 
 

An enclosed chain locker will be built into the forward 
section.                    
 
 
 

STARBOARD-SIDE QUARTERBERTH 
 

A  quarterberth runs aft on the starboard side. The bunk is  
6ô-6ò long and wraps behind the engine compartment. It 
measures an amazing 7ô athwartships. The galley cabinet 
will be curved to provide easy access, and opening ports in 
the cockpit will provide excellent lighting and ventilation. This 
berth will also have the traditional ñbeaded boardò hull 
ceilings. 



LARGE ENCLOSED HEAD COMPARTMENT 
 

The head on the Harbor 30 is located aft, opposite the 
galley. The block of foam in the photo simulates the location 
of the marine head. A vanity cabinet will be built against the 
forward bulkhead. This cabinet will have a sink, running 
water, and storage. A pocket door will provide privacy. 
 

All of the unfinished surfaces you see in the photo will be 
covered with a white ñbeaded boardò fiberglass headliner. A 
faux granite contertop and varnished mahogany trim will 
transform this into a truly elegant space. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSOM & BUILT-IN SWIM STEP 
 

A swim step is cleverly molded right into the transom of the 
Harbor 30. A door will hinge down and lie parrallel to the 
water to provide a large boarding platform.  
 

When sailing, the board platform, finished to match the 
transom color, will swing into place to hide the steps; and a 
hatch hinged on deck will close off the opening. You will 
barely notice the doors that conceal this unique feature. 
 

 
THE DECK STANDS BY 
 

At this point in the construction of the 
interior, the Harbor 30 deck stands by, 
ready to be lifted and fitted onto the 
interior at various times during the 
construction process.  
 
The deck has a fiberglass shield over 
the entire surface to protect the deck 
from being damaged. This shield will 
also be used as the plug for the mold 
for the interior headliner. 
 

 
 
 

 



HARBOR 30 UPDATE 
The Interior is Being Staged & 

The Deck is in the Mold 
 

February 25, 2011 
 
 

 
 

     Now comes the really fun stuff.   We get to build the interior. 
 
In this photo, the forward bunk structure is in place and the bulkheads are being staged. 
Great care must be given to every measurement and every angle.  
 
As you can imagine, designing an interior for a sailboat is challenging because 
everything is curved. Every inch is precious. 
 


